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Bridging the digital divide
How digital technology can transform young people’s communities

By Doug Ragan

oung people in Nairobi, Dar es Salaam and
YKampaIa are using digital technologies such as
Global Positioning System (GPS) technology

combined with photography and video to provide a new
insight into their community projects.

“One GPS unit, with a digital camera, or a video
and audio enabled iPod, can allow a youth group of
30 people to map their community” says Jane Bisanju,
Community Mapping Trainer. “For example, the
Mathare Youth Talent Organization has been able to
create a map of over 30 community programs and the
small businesses they support. This interactive and paper-
based map is easily shared with community members,
local government, funders, and others interested in what
their organization is doing.”

Often, many of the communities have never been
mapped before. As the technology becomes cheaper
through mobile phones, youth in regions such as Africa,
which has the fastest growing cell phone market in the
world, will have the ability to improve their lives through
access to services and to information on health and jobs.
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The Asset Atlas was distributed to youth and local
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Sharing the Knowledge

The International Centre for Sustainable Cities has
worked with UN-HABITAT to ensure that these new
resources on youth and cities can be disseminated as
widely as possible. Research on engaging urban youth
was referenced in the Youth in Cities: World Urban
Forum Dialogue Series, launched at this World Urban
Forum. This dialogue series has articles written by
research agencies, such as the University of Colorado
Children, Youth and Environments Centre, on issues
such as the engagement of youth in the Middle East and
North Africa. This series compliments the launch of the
VWM WN AP M: M XIlEchatdstHrriday at the
World Urban Youth Assembly, which will be supported
by the planned Urban Youth Research Network to be

launched later this year. Mapping can assist in post-disaster planning to build new communities Photo © D. Ragan
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